
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pulcinella 
A Neapolitan scoundrel 

The Italian Pulcinella is the forefather of many European clown puppets. 
He originates from the Naples area. Pulcinella wears a white costume 
and a tall hat. His black half mask has a hooked nose. It looks like a 
bird's beak. His name is the diminutive of 'pulcino' (or little 'chick'). 

By using a pivetta (a throat whistle), the puppeteer gives 
Pulcinella a squeaky voice. 

 

Sometimes Pulcinella is a man and sometimes a woman. In a frequently 
played scene, a chicken falls in love with him. But the only way to 

Pulcinella's heart is through his stomach. He fries and eats the 
chicken. His belly then starts to get bigger and bigger until 

he lays egg, which he hatches. Lots of little Pulcinella 
babies come out of the egg. 

 

The backdrop with the bay of Naples and a smoking Mount Vesuvius 
belong to Pulcinella just as much as an Amsterdam canal with a 

bridge are part of Dutch puppet theatre with Jan Klaassen.  

https://www.poppenspelmuseumbibliotheek.nl/pdf/Pamflet21a.pdf
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Pictures: Renata de Frankrijker, Martha Griebler, Jan Jutte, Gianluca Di Matteo, Hetty Paërl, Ernest Pignon-Ernest, 

Dorien Plaat, Elsje Zwart a.o. See also: https://www.poppenspelmuseumbibliotheek.nl/pdf/pamflet21d.pdf. 
Concept QR-/DIY-project no. 9: Otto van der Mieden. 
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