
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Puppet theatre and eroticism 

Provocative associations 
Puppet theatre and eroticism, can you relate this to the old-Dutch Jan 

Klaassen character and the club he is holding? Have a good look 
at how Jan squeezes the object between his little hands; 

upright like a stiff phallus. 'Well no', some would say, 
'that's just the puppeteer's doing. After all, the 
puppeteer puts his hand through the puppet's 

cloth body, holding on tight to the club to 
deal a few hefty blows. That is what 

causes Jan Klaassen's suggestive 
posture. Jan's club is a weapon. 

It would be going too far to 
interpret this as something 

sexually explicit.' 
Would it? 
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With thanks to … 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pictures: Henk Boerwinkel, Erwin Olaf, Hetty Paërl, Carl Reinhardt, Felicien Rops, Vaclav Rykr, Claude Serre, 
Ad Swier, Peter Vos, Willem a.o. Concept QR-/DIY-project no. 13: Otto van der Mieden. 
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